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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 9, 2010
McKinney Education Foundation Awards 

Over $83,000 to MISD Teachers
McKINNEY, Texas  –  Christmas came early today as MEF board members, volunteers and staff surprised McKinney teachers with checks totaling over $83,000 in grants which will underwrite unique academic programs not already funded by MISD. 

One such program is Dowell Middle School’s Kinesthetic Manipulatives. Science Department Chair and 8th Grade Teacher Melissa Johnson explained, “The saying is ‘Tell me and I forget, show me and I remember and involve me and I understand’.  With the manipulatives that we will be purchasing with this money, we will be involving our students in a higher level of understanding and rigor for real world applications. “

At Evans Middle School, Kimberly Faith Hall Church will be using funds to purchase webcams that will allow her Spanish class to conduct interviews in Spanish with other students in countries such as Chile and Peru in her project, Virtual Immersion and Cultural Exchange.  Ms. Church states, “This will allow my students to learn advanced conversational Spanish at an accelerated rate, and learn first-hand about the culture and customs of students their own age, throughout the world.  It's the quality immersion process, but without the need of a passport!”  

Michelle McKevitt’s AVID Robotics Program focusing on biomedical engineering is another program at Dowell Middle School to receive funding.  The project uses Lego Mindstorms NXT to build and program an autonomous robot that must complete various missions in under 2.5 minutes.  Says McKevitt, “This (grant) will allow us to start 2 more teams and hold an in-house competition! Additionally, these robotics kits can be used year after year, so it is a gift that continues to support students in the areas of engineering, programming, problem solving, and career research. ”
MISD classroom grants are awarded to MISD teachers or staff to fund innovative new programs that may test a pilot program, try a new technique, or involve students in a program outside the normal curriculum to enhance the classroom experience.  This program is largely funded by the more than 1,100 MISD staff members who contribute to the MEF Staff Fund via payroll deductions.  Additionally, CoServ, Rotary Club of McKinney Sunrise, Dr. Sandra Froese and Mr. Lyle Froese, support the program with endowments which will perpetually support the MEF grants program. 

The 2010 MEF Classroom Grant Recipients are:

Michelle McKevitt - Robotics Club

Piper Huckelbury - Nintendo DSi

Karen Morman - Read-to-Succeed Summer Reading Program

Elaine Bay - Say Cheese

Lisa Wingo - Financial Peace for Students

Melissa Johnson and the Dowell Science Teachers - Kinesthetic Manipulatives

Karla Gage - Spanish Guided Reading Book Baggies

Katy Sturges - AP Environmental Science

Roshasta Brandon - Chess Sets for Webb

Christina James - National Geographic Explorer! 

Melissa Hatcher - Kindling Reading

Cheryl Upvall - Butterfly Garden and Outdoor Learning Center

David Palmer - Monarch Migration

Mary Carole Strother - Learnilicious: Delicious Digital Treats for the iPad

Amy Izard - iPad

Laurie Michie - Pushing the Reading Envelope through Technology

Jennifer Cakir - Math Skills 4 All

Deanna Smith - Art & Science through Glass fusing

Shannon Kessler - Technology In the Art room

Stephenie Wood - Apple Math

Armagan Cakir - Byron Johnson - Weather Data Station

Debbie Rohlmeier - Mind's Eye - Interpreting to Create using Visual Images

Christy Hames - Primary Technology Package

Allyson Price - iPad

Stefanie Ochoa - iPad Station Project

Kristyn Moore - Classroom Orff Instruments for Caldwell

Kass Bates - Discovering the Power of the Pad!

Gretchen Madison - J.W. Webb Kindness and Compassion Club

Linda Willard - Engaging Science Reading 

Diane Cadenhead - iPads 

Cathy DeLisle, Belinda Spurgin, Errin French - Why Try?

Kari Zamora - Learning by Feeling--Rhythm in Sync

Tamara Mitchell - AP Chemistry Field Trip

Kimberly Church - Virtual Immersion & Cultural Exchange

David Moore - iPad initiative

Amy Holderman - SMART Table

Dellen Gibson - Strategic Acceleration: The 16 Career Clusters

Shawn Howard - E-NEWS!

Don Sias - LabQuest Systems

Carrie Weller - Historical Fiction Book Clubs

Teresa Bilyeu - Science ain't for sissies

Rachel Brown - iPod Classics Project

Newly Guajardo - Writers to Authors

About The McKinney Education Foundation: At MEF, we envision a future where a passion for learning unleashes the full potential of our community.  To provide the highest quality of education in McKinney, Texas, our mission is to inspire students and teachers toward excellence in education.  MEF programs include scholarships, classroom grants, professional development grants, the McKinney Ex-Students Association (MESA) and the MEF Advisors. MEF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which is supported by business, civic groups, and individuals who know how important it is for young people to achieve a higher education. Visit www.mmeeff.com for more information!
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