Applying to College
Selecting the right college is one of the most important decisions you will make. But it can be overwhelming. Our best advice is to find the right college for you - not your best friend, or your brother, or your parents. It's your college experience and if the school isn't a fit for you, you won't enjoy it. Selecting the right college will require some research. Use this section to pick up information and tips to help you find and apply to the right college for you. If you need help, contact the MEF Advisor on your campus.
What Colleges Look For?

The following is a list of criteria that colleges consider when considering an application for admissions:

Grade point average (GPA)
Many colleges and university require a high GPA.

Class rank
The higher your class rank, the better your chance of attending the college you choose. Know what your college is seeking.

Difficulty of course work
Colleges want to know that you can handle a challenging work load and that you have continued your college-preparation coursework through your senior year of high school. It is highly recommended that you continue to take math, science and foreign language even if it is not required for high school graduation.

Entrance Exams (SAT/ACT)
Know what entrance exams your college requires. For more information about entrance exams, click here.
Application essay
Your essay is an important part of your application. Customize your essay for each college to which you are applying. Your essay should provide information that is not included in your transcript or application. For more information on essays,click here.
Extracurricular activities
Colleges and universities seek students who are well-rounded; however, you do not want to be involved in too many activities. Many colleges prefer applicants who have focused in areas in which they are talented.

Kim Breen(The Dallas Morning News) wrote an article called, "Admissions experts: Follow your passion." This article addresses extracurricular activities and offers tips for active teens. (Posted with permission from the Dallas Morning News)

Letters of recommendation
Wisely choose the sources for your recommendations because they are important. Choose sources who know you well and want to see you succeed.

Interview, if applicable
Some colleges or universities will want to interview you, particularly if you are applying for a specialized school.

Entrance Exams

There are several tests you may be required to take before going to college. 

· SAT: Reasoning Test
· SAT: Subject Test
· PSAT/NMSQT
· ACT
· CLEP
· AP
· THEA
You will be asked to enter codes throughout the college admissions and financial aid processes. Here are codes you may need when applying:

County code = 043

MBHS code = 444633

District code = 907

MHS code = 444630

MNHS code = 444632

Your counselor or the My Educational Future program advocate can assist you in locating additional codes.

Check with your college or university to see which tests are required for admissions and recommended for placement.
SAT: Reasoning test
www.collegeboard.com.
The SAT Reasoning test measures verbal and mathematical reasoning skills students have developed over time and skills they need to be successful academically. Many colleges and universities use the SAT as one indicator among others--class rank, GPA, extracurricular activities, essay, and teacher recommendations--of a student's readiness to do college-level work. SAT scores are compared with the scores of other applicants, and the accepted scores at an institution and can be used as a basis for awarding merit-based financial aid.

Each of the sections--verbal, mathand writing--are scored on a scale of 200 - 800. The scores on these sections are added together to form a composite score. Composite scores can range from 400 - 2400.

The SAT Reasoning test is typically taken by high school juniors and seniors. The test is administered several times a year.

Use the College Board website to learn more about the SAT, to register for the test, or to view sample questions.
SAT: Subject Test 
www.collegeboard.com
Many colleges require or recommend one or more of the SAT Subject Tests for admission or placement. These test scores are used in combination with other background information. They provide a dependable measure of your academic achievement, and they are a good predictor of your future performance. You should take SAT Subject Tests as soon as you complete the classes in that subject area--typically in your senior year; sometimes in your junior year. Use the College Board website to learn more about the SAT Subject Tests, to register for the tests, or to view sample questions.
PSAT/NMSQT
www.collegeboard.com.
The Preliminary SAT*/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is a standardized test that provides firsthand practice for the SAT Reasoning Test. It also gives you a chance to qualify for National Merit Scholarship Corporation's scholarship programs if taken during your Junior year. Use the College Board website to register for the test or to view sample questions.
ACT
www.act.org.
The ACT Assessment® is a national test designed to assess high school students' general educational development and their ability to complete college-level work.
The tests cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science.
ACT results are accepted by virtually all U.S. colleges and universities.

In the U.S., the ACT is administered on five national test dates, in October, December, February, April, and June. In selected states, the ACT is also offered in late September.

You may take the ACT Assessment as often as you wish. Many students take the test twice, once as a junior and again as a senior.
CLEP
www.collegeboard.com.
The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) provides students of any age with the opportunity to demonstrate college-level achievement through a program of exams in undergraduate college courses. 

With the CLEP exams, you can earn college credit for what you already know. Use the College Board website to learn more about CLEP tests.
AP
www.collegeboard.com.
There are 34 Advanced Placement (AP) courses and exams in 19 subject areas. If you have taken any of these AP courses while in high school, you can take AP exams. Doing so can earn you college credit or advanced standing at most of the nation's colleges and universities. Use the College Board website to learn more about AP courses and exams.
THEA
www.thea.nesinc.com.
The Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA) test is designed to provide information about the reading, mathematics, and writing skills of students entering public colleges, universities, and educator preparation programs in public and private institutions.

The THEA test has been approved by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, under Senate Bill 286, Texas Education Code, Section 51.3062: Texas Success Initiative, for use by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment instrument for entering students. The THEA test provides the diagnostic data required by this legislation.

The THEA test was formerly called the TASP test. The content of the THEA test is the same as the former TASP test. Use the THEA website to learn more about the THEA test.

HOW TO APPLY

Follow this process to apply for admission to college.

1. Visit the websites of the colleges that interest you.
· Familiarize yourself with their website and admissions requirements. Their requirements might include entrance exams, a certain class rank or GPA, or specific essays.

· Find out how you apply to the college. Some colleges prefer you use their own school's application. All public Texas schools use the Apply Texas application (Baylor, Dallas Baptist University and University of Dallas also use Apply Texas). Most private schools can be found on the Common Application.

2. Complete the application for admission and other documents by the college's deadlines.   
· Failure to do so may result in denial of your application.

· You will be asked to enter codes throughout the college admissions and financial aid processes. Here are codes you may need when applying:

County code = 043

District code = 907

MBHS code = 444633

MHS code = 444630

MNHS code = 444632

· Your counselor or the My Educational Future program advocate can assist you in locating additional codes.

· The Common Application is the recommended form of several select colleges and universities. You can complete one form and send it to participating colleges. Equal consideration is given to the common application. For more information, visitwww.commonapp.org. 

· Texas has its own common application that enables a student to apply for admission to any public Texas university and to participating community and private colleges. To get an application or to learn more, visit www.applytexas.org.
3. Include the application fee, if required. 
· Typically, this fee is non-refundable. 

· Fee waivers may be available. Contact the colleges to which you are applying to inquire about available fee waivers.

4. Obtain a copy of your transcript from the registrar's office. 
· You can get an official transcript from the registrar. Allow plenty of time for the registrar to prepare it.

· You may mail your transcript with your application, or the registrar can mail your transcript directly to the school.

5. Take the required college entrance exam and have the score report sent to the college. 
· Colleges and universities require specific entrance exams like the SAT, ACT, or THEA (formerly known as TASP). Contact the college or university you plan on attending to see which tests you should take.

6. Complete all required health forms.   
7. Apply for housing.    
· Complete an application and submit any required fees.

· The time to apply for housing varies. Check with your college to understand their requirements. 

· Housing is critical and is typically assigned on a first come, first serve basis. Do not forget to reserve housing when applying to college.

8. Apply for financial aid.   
· The first step in receiving financial aid is to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid Form (FAFSA). Visit www.fafsa.ed.gov for more information.

9. Solicit high school recommendations.   
· Most colleges require recommendations from high school teachers and the principal and/or counselor.

· Allow plenty of time for the person to write your recommendation. Provide them with a resume that contains your activities and honors.

10. Check your list twice.    
· Make sure you have completed all admissions requirements and submitted the needed documentation before the deadline.

· It's a good idea to include a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your application to ensure a timely reply.

11. Arrange to have a final transcript sent upon graduation. 
Writing an admissions essay can be an intimidating task. But it is an important part of the application process. This is your opportunity to become more than a statistic. Let  the admissions officers see your winning personality. Give them a chance to learn more about you.

It's also your chance to explain any extenuating circumstances that may have impacted your high school studies. And it's the best way for the college to see how well you can communicate using the written form.

Not everyone is a good writer. So here is some advice to help make the essay process easier.
Pick the right topic.
Sometimes you'll be given a specific topic to write about. But most of the time, you'll get to choose one. 

Pick something you are passionate about, and let your enthusiasm loose. Be creative and unique in your presentation. Show the admissions officers that you can think on your own.  They like that. And, an enthusiastic, lively essay will be a welcome change. The best topic to write about? You. This is your one chance to show them who you are. Make it count.
Start early.
Give yourself time. This will lower your stress level and enable you to create multiple drafts.

· During the first draft, focus on content. Write anything and everything about your topic. In other words, do a "brain dump."

· Wait a couple of hours between drafts. You'll be able to see things differently when you pick your draft back up.

· On the second draft, get focused. Organize your thoughts. Stay focused on what it is you want them to know about you. Start thinking about the style and tone of your essay.

· On the third draft, tighten it up. Eliminate vague terms, abbreviations, slang terms, or unnecessary details. Double check your grammar and spelling.
Be yourself.
Let the reader know you. Write in your own "voice," and write about things that you know about. Don't write what you think others want to hear. Admissions officers can spot a phony a mile away. Give examples. They help illustrate points and bring your topic to life. 
Don't exaggerate.
Don't write to impress. Just be honest. Don't plagiarize or over inflate your accomplishments. Be convincing without being overbearing.
Proofread.
This is an extremely important part of the writing process. Focus on your spelling, grammar, and sentence structure. If you don't get this one right, you'll make a poor impression.

Don't rely on spell check. Have someone else read your essay--preferably someone who is a good writer and who knows you. They will be able to offer helpful insight. And always remember--two sets of eyes are better than one to catch mistakes.
Admissions officers are looking for you.
Everything that you give them--your application, essay, standardized test scores, extracurricular activities--paints a picture of you. Your essay alone won't get you in. 

Give equal time to all parts of the admissions process. But give special time to the personal part of it--your essay.
ATHLETES

If you are an athlete who is planning on participating in a Division I or Division II athletics program, you must register and be certified by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Clearinghouse after you complete your junior year. Your school must send an official transcript to the NCAA after your junior year. A transcript request form is included in the NCAA registration material. To obtain these materials, call 1-877-262-1492 or visit www.ncaaclearinghouse.org
