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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 12, 2011

McKinney Education Foundation Recognizes Heroes of the Community: MEF Dream Builders

McKINNEY, Texas  –  Following  Tuesday’s landmark 100th victory, the Allen Americans partnered with the McKinney Education Foundation to host MISD Night and honor the MEF DREAM BUILDERS, a group of twelve benefactors underwriting MEF’s Advisor program.  

The evening began with Randall Pogue of Pogue Engineering, Inc. – a longtime Dream Builder and MEF supporter - dropping the ceremonial puck and continued as the Allen Americans presented a check for $2,000 to the non-profit, while acknowledging the MEF Dream Builders on the arena’s video board. The exciting evening was topped off with the Allen Americans defeating the Wichita Thunder.
When describing the partnership with one of the hottest teams in minor league hockey, MEF Executive Director, Melanie Perkins commented, “Not only will their generous donation go a long way to support our mission, but their hospitality allows us to honor our Dream Builders in a fun and unique way. Everyone had such a great time!“
The MEF Advisor Program, which is unique to public schools, places advisors in each of the three McKinney high schools with the goal of dedicating themselves exclusively to assisting students obtain financial aid and scholarships for post secondary education.  Since the program’s inception in 2005, the MEF Advisors have helped secure more than $44 million in financial assistance for MISD graduates.  
 “Our Dream Builders understand how vital this service is to the McKinney ISD students” says Perkins. “A growing student population means a larger need for scholarships and financial aid. Without our Dream Builders there would be no MEF Advisor Program.“ 
MEF thanks the Allen Americans and the following DREAM BUILDERS for their continued support:  Darling Homes, Emerson Process Management Regulator Technologies; Encore Wire; Gay, McCall, Isaacks, Gordon & Roberts, P.C.; Heritage Eye Center; Independent Bank; McKinney Education Foundation Board of Trustees; McKinney Independent School District; Medical Center of McKinney; Minnis Family Endowment; Pogue Construction and Tate Financial Group/Darrell Tate and Bobby Mefford. 

Join MEF in supporting the Allen Americans at the following 2012 games and proceeds from your tickets will benefit MEF: January 16, 2012 (MLK Holiday); March 13, 16, and 17 (Spring Break).  In order to have your ticket purchase benefit MEF, be sure to use the promo code MEF at the Allen Event Center Box office, Allen Americans Team Store, ticketmaster.com or by calling the Allen Americans at 972-912-1000.  Visit www.mmeeff.com for more information!

To become a Dream Builder, establish a scholarship, or simply make a donation, companies or individuals can contact Melanie Perkins at 469.742.6314.

About The McKinney Education Foundation: At MEF, we envision a future where a passion for learning unleashes the full potential of our community.  To provide the highest quality of education in McKinney, Texas, our mission is to inspire students and teachers toward excellence in education.  MEF programs include scholarships, classroom grants, professional development grants, the McKinney Ex-Students Association (MESA) and the MEF Advisors. MEF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which is supported by businesses, civic groups, and individuals who know how important it is for young people to achieve a higher education. Visit www.mmeeff.com for more information!

The Allen Americans of the Central Hockey League are the ‘AA’ affiliate of the Dallas Stars and the Colorado Avalanche of the National Hockey League.  Beginning play in the 2009-2010 season the Americans have already established themselves at the top of the CHL.  The Americans earned the 2010-2011 Governors’ Cup with the best regular season record of 47-16-3.  The Allen Americans play out of the newly constructed Allen Event Center located in the Village at Allen off US 75 and E Stacy Road.  The Allen Americans can be reached at 972-912-1000 or at www.allenamericans.com.  
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