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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 8, 2010
MEF Scholarship Ceremony Unites Community
McKINNEY, Texas  –  Turns out ‘Fusion’ is an appropriate name of the Ford Hybrid donated by Bob Tomes Ford Lincoln Mercury and given away as a raffle prize on Friday, May 28th at The McKinney Education Foundation’s annual Scholarship Awards Ceremony.  According to Webster’s Dictionary, fusion is defined as “union or uniting”, and that’s exactly what happened when Mayor Loughmiller, along with McKinney civic and business leaders, came together to present $304,600 in scholarships to MISD graduating seniors. The message of the evening: “Education Drives the Future. We (as a community) believe in you and support your pursuit of a higher education.”
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Now in its nineteenth year, MEF awarded scholarships which were a combination of the proceeds from endowments, as well as one-time or annual scholarships from dozens of businesses, individuals, parent/student groups, service organizations and MISD staff contributions. MEF is one of the oldest and most respected education foundations in the country.  MEF was started by the Education Committee of the McKinney Chamber of Commerce to simplify the awards and donations processes and make the awards more equitable from year to year.  

As the evening came to a close, it was also fitting that MEF’s year-long fundraising initiative, Education Drives the Future, reached the finish line as the winning raffle ticket was finally drawn. Tonna Evans, a kindergarten teacher at Vega Elementary, was the winner.  When asked what she thought when she heard she had won, Evans replied, “I am so surprised and honored to receive such a wonderful gift. The ticket was put in my name anonymously.  I am truly blessed!”

Doug Parker from RepairMyCreditNow.com, was also excited to hear the news of the raffle winner. Parker, who had purchased a block of 50 tickets to be used as give-aways during a radio promotion with MEF and KLAK during Teacher Appreciation Week, was very excited to hear that one of the tickets his company purchased for McKinney Teachers was the winner. Says Parker, “While it is ironic that a teacher would have won the car from The McKinney Education Foundation, we could not have imagined a more deserving winner!”

Overall, Melanie Perkins, the MEF Executive Director, was pleased with the event.  “The night was wonderful, but there are still plenty of deserving students who did not get a scholarship, so anyone interested in giving a scholarship to a current graduate, give MEF a call at 469-742-6313!”

MEF would like to thank our generous raffle sponsors: Bob Tomes Ford Lincoln Mercury, RepairMyCreditNow.com, Darling Homes, Bruce Erickson, Heritage Eye Center, Tina and Jeff Caserotti, Patti and Rudy Churner, Kathy and Phil Parker, The Valencia Family

And the Scholarship Recipients are:
Adamski    Paul    MHS Cross Country Booster Club
Akhavan    Jamshid    McKinney Education Foundation Achievement Award
Alexander    Chelsea    MISD Staff Fund
Alikparah    Shaymah    Nissan of McKinney
Allen    Taylor    Spencer Taylor Memorial
Allen    Taylor    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Amadon    Jordan    Goldie Webb Memorial 
Amendola    Nicole    Ben Whisenant - Bank of Texas Endowment
Ashby    Doug    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Axleson    Marissa    MNHS PTSO
Baeza    Vanessa    MNHS Softball
Bailey    Laura    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Barton    Michael    MISD Staff Fund
Bates    Sara    MHS Volleyball
Bates    Sara    MISD Staff Fund
Belina-Skupienski    Nicholas    Nissan of McKinney
Bell    Bethany    MISD Staff Fund
Beltran    Haziel    MEF Memorial
Berdis    Jodi    William R. Ziegler Memorial
Billings    Ashley    MISD Staff Fund
Bitting    Patrick Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Bitting    Patrick    Medical Center of McKinney Endowment
Blankenship    Lauren    MISD Staff Fund
Blaquiere    Joseph    Drew Carlisle Memorial 
Bodiford    Matt MNHS Baseball
Bonneau    Lauren    Durham Transportation
Borgardt    Gloria    Valley Creek PTA
Bosley    Logan    MISD Staff Fund
Brannon    Julia    Rockfish Seafod Grill - McKinney
Branson    Derek    Boyd Football Booster Club
Bruu    Michael    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Bryant    Hayden    Boyd Football Booster Club
Buckler    Christian    MISD Library
Bukovec    Jennifer    McKinney Garden Club Scholarship
Burge    Brittany    Primo Endowment
Burnett    Bryan    Pete & Nancy Huff Endowment
Burnside    Bradley    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Campbell    Mark    MHS Cross Country Booster Club
Castro    Stefan    MHS Athletic Booster Club 
Chou    Jeff    Jewell Abernathy
Christianson    Alayna    MHS PTO Endowment
Cloutier    Madeleine    Nissan of McKinney
Coffin    Alexander    MBHS Varsity Basketball Achievement Awards
Collins    Kevin    MNHS Tennis Booster 
Cook    Andrew    MISD Staff Fund
Cowley    Mariah    Churner Family Endowment
Cowpersmith    Nathan    MISD Staff Fund
Crump    Samantha    Spencer Taylor Memorial
Crump    Samantha    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Cruz    Kenneth    Pete & Nancy Huff Endowment
Dabney    Zachary MHS Band Endowment 
Dali    Salma    Kiwanis Club of McKinney
Davis    Jade    Brooks Family Endowment
Deike    Charity    McKinney Cooperative Gin Endowment
Dempsey    Maegan    Laud & Virginia Howell Endowment
DerrMoore    Abigail    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Dixon    Dana    Faubion Middle School PTO Endowment honoring Harvey F. Oaxaca
Dowd    Delaney    MISD Staff Fund
Doyle    Cameron    MBHS Coach Galyon Exceptional Student Athlete Award
Doyle    Cameron    MISD Staff Fund
Draper    Samantha    Durham Transportation
Dundon    Kelly    El Chico Honorarium
Dunn    Megan    MISD Staff Fund
Dunn    Megan    MNHS Softball
Edwards    DeAndre    Jennifer Dill Rienhard Memorial 
Enneking    Nicole    Horace H. Neilson
Estes    Sarah    MHS Cheer
Fakkel    Peter    Matthew Palmatier Memorial 
Faris    Lawson    Boyd Football Booster Club
Frazier    Conner    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Frazier    Connor    Boyd Football Booster Club
Frias    Melissa    Shannon Barnett Memorial 
Fulenchek    Jennifer    Durham Transportation
Garcia    Janelle    John Dowell Honorarium
Garcia    Jennifer    Joplin Family Endowment
Gary    Rebecca    Raytheon 
Gassett    Emily    KONE 
Gassett    Emily    MHS Cheer
Gassett    Emily    MISD Staff Fund
Gildner    Amanda    LINC
Gilliam    Erian    MISD Staff Fund
Givens    Kasey    Phil & Kathy Parker Family Endowment
Goldhammer    Alex MHS Band Endowment 
Gonzalez    Megan    MHS Band Endowment 
Grider    Lauren    Scott Johnson Middle School PTO P.R.I.D.E Scholarship
Griffin    Brenton    MNHS Gridiron Club Endowment in memory of Austin York
Grimes    Mason    MNHS Boys Basketball Booster 
Groves    Mary (Catie)    Sexton Family Academic Endowment
Hagan    Kelly    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Hall    Wayne    Nissan of McKinney
Hamlin    Desiree    Dr. Lyn Mefford Endowment
Harper    Katie    McKinney Ex-Student Association
Hart    Julia    Dr. Maurice M. Weikel Memorial 
Hartfield    Braylon    MISD Staff Fund
Hartman    Tyler    MNHS Takedown
Harvey    Amy    MHS Athletic Booster Club 
Hass    Cory    MISD Building Trades Endowment
Hernandez    Christopher    Legacy Bank Endowment
Hettish    Sarah    Wichmann Family 
Hiefner    Angela    Boyd PTO
Hightower    Brianna    McKinney Education Foundation Achievement Award
Hill    Devin    B.B. Cope Scholarship of the McKinney Lions Club
Hillard    Tahnie    MNHS Girls Basketball Booster Scholarship
Hirt    Samantha    Ruth LeVan Endowment
Holbrook    Kelsey    Durham Transportation
Holliday    Natalie    Judy & Carey Cox Family Endowment
Honea    Taylor    The Charles Barnett and Charles Hartline Memorial 
Howley    Cara    Ruth Dowell Middle School ABC Scholarship
Huang    William    Nissan of McKinney
Huete    Pedro    Grace Rivera Memorial 
Hunter    Tiana    Nathan Zuckman Memorial Scholarship
Hurd    Stefan    Gay, McCall, Isaacks, Gordon and Roberts, P.C.
Isayas    Lydia    Premier Women's Health
Jacob    Anish    Ruth Dowell Middle School ABC Scholarship
Jarvis    Benjamin    Nissan of McKinney
Jasinski    Sarah    Raytheon 
Jasso    Nancy    J.W.Webb PTO
Johnson    Eric    MEF Memorial
Johnson    Khouriana    MISD Staff Fund
Johnson    Khouriana    MNHS Girls Basketball Booster Scholarship
Juno    James    McKinney Rotary Club - Al Ruschhaupt Memorial
Kendrick    Mary    MHS Cheer
Kerekgyarto    Christopher    Primo Endowment
Kinsinger    Abby    United Methodist Women - Botsy McClanahan 
Kuhlman    Elizabeth    MHS Cheer
Kuhlman    Elizabeth    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Kutschke    Michael    Primo Endowment
Ladd    Kindle    MISD Staff Fund
LaFon    Donovan    MEF Memorial
Lawhorn    Trevor    McKinney Rotary Club - Carey Cox Memorial
Leal    Andrea    First United bank
Ledbetter    Emily    Emerson Process Management
Lemieux    Colby    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Loughmiller    Chelsea    Leslie Geer Memorial 
Luman    Chris    MNHS Baseball
Lutek    Katherine    McKinney Education Foundation Achievement Award
Magargee    Dana    MHS Cheer
Major    Marlo    MBHS Varsity Basketball Achievement Awards
Mansour    Jawad    MBHS Varsity Basketball Achievement Awards
Mason    Amanda    MNHS Girls Basketball Booster Scholarship
Matthews    Josh MNHS Gridiron Club Endowment in memory of Matthew Self
Matzke    Colby    Boyd Football Booster Club
McCarter    Zach    Boyd Football Booster Club
McCullough    Michael    MISD Staff Fund
McDonald    Michael    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
McGowen    Todd McKinney Police Association
McGowen    Todd    MNHS Boys Basketball Booster 
Mendoza    Maria    Grace Rivera Memorial 
Metzger    Brandon    Ron Poe Football 
Meyers    Lindsey    MNHS Softball
Mistry    Alicia    Jack and Eddie Faubion Memorial 
Modesto    Kelsey    Mark and Geralyn Kever/UBS
Moore    Taylor    Class of 1960
Moorman    Meredith    Nissan of McKinney
Morales    Maria Rebecca Oaxaca Endowment
Moses    Emily    Square One Mortgage, a division of Independent Bank
Motley    Harlem    Durham Transportation
Namey    Samantha    MISD Staff Fund
Neal    Dylan    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Neal    Dylan    MISD Staff Fund
Neporadny    Tyler    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Newton    Raymond    Deana McGonagill Leadership Scholarship
Nitcher    Amanda    Lynn Sperry Endowment
O'Brian    Sara    John S. and Rachel Heard Endowment
Ogletree    McKenzie    MHS Cheer
Ogletree    McKenzie    MHS Pride, Leadership and Traditions 
Ogletree    Madison    Billy Whitman Memorial
Ogundipe    Krystal    Tom Crowe Endowment
Olson    John (Patrick)    MNHS PTSO
Owens    Keith    Boyd Football Booster Club
Packard    Chad    Ron Poe Football 
Paine    Audra    MISD Staff Fund
Palmer    Betsy    Caldwell Elementary Scholarship in Memory of Jerry Fulton
Palomo    Livia    MHS PTO Endowment
Paul    Lindsey    Bob & Barbara Tomes/Bob Tomes Ford Endowment
Pearce    Emily    Karen C. Caton Endowment
Peart    Kathleen    Durham Transportation
Pena    Gilbert    Raytheon Hispanic Employees
Peterson    Gerald    MISD Staff Fund
Petty    Kate    Faubion Middle School National Junior Honor Society
Pikl    Lisa    Dr. J. J. Rafie Memorial 
Pitcher    Todd    Health Occupations Students of America
Ponce    Ryan    Boyd Baseball Booster Club 
Possehl    Scott    MISD Staff Fund
Possehl    Scott    MNHS Baseball
Potts    Robert    MNHS Boys Basketball Booster 
Pratt    Sydney    MHS Volleyball
Proctor    J.Christopher    Matthew Palmatier Memorial 
Prude    Derrick    LINC
Pruitt    Jacquelyn    MISD Staff Fund
Radenbaugh    Dylan    MISD Staff Fund
Ramirez    Jose McKinney Historic Neighborhood Association
Reed    Parker    Bobby Younger Endowed 
Rejcek    Siera    Kiwanis Club of McKinney
Ringley    Corbin    Tate Financial Group 
Roberts    Kendall    Boyd PTO
Robinson    Megan    MHS Volleyball
Rodriguez    Jonathan    Durham Transportation
Rowen    Katherine    Alex Clark Memorial 
Salinas    Maura    E.F. Lewis Family Limited Partnership Endowment
Samko    Brittany    Boyd PTO
Sanchez    Andrea    LULAC
Schlemmer    Ryan    MNHS Baseball
Schmidt    Stanton    Boyd Football Booster Club
Schneider    Kari    Health Occupations Students of America
Schommer    Kristina    MHS Soccer Booster
Schommer    Kristina    Sexton Family Academic Endowment
Schrameyer    Brittany    Nissan of McKinney
Seals    Deloise    Don Day District One Scholarship
Sellars    Kelli    Stephanie Smith Memorial
Sherling    Kyle    Charlie Qualls Memorial 
Shipp    Brandy    Daughters of the American Revolution, John Abston Chapter 
Silvas    Damian    MISD Trade & Industrial Endowment
Smith    Jacob    Baggett-Leonard Family - Toni Lou Baggett Memorial
Smith    Jacob    Ron Poe Football 
Smith    Victoria    MISD Staff Fund
Somborn    Alexandra    Independent Bank Endowment
Stalcup    Sandy    MISD Staff Fund
Stephens    Keila    Stephanie Arno Memorial 
Stephens    Kellie    MISD Staff Fund
Stephens    Keila    MNHS Softball
Stewart    Lauree    Ben & Elisabeth Garrison Endowment
Sullins    Justin    MHS Soccer Booster
Sullivan    Blair    MISD Staff Fund
Swank Alyssa    Pogue, Inc. Endowment
Taylor    Jessica    Ruth Dowell Memorial 
Tolbert    Brandon    MISD Staff Fund
Travis    Amanda    MHS Cross Country Booster Club
Valencia    Kymbahl    Minnis Family Endowment
Vannote    Katherine    Boyd PTO
Vega    Gabriel    Atmos Energy
Vernier    Cameron    MHS Cross Country Booster Club
Wallesen    McKensie    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Walsh    Matthew    MISD Staff Fund
Walters    Kalisha    MHS Cross Country Booster Club
Walters    Kalisha    MHS PTO Endowment
Wasson    John    Emerson Process Management
Weinberger    Evan    Valley Creek PTA
Wenzel    Cody    MISD Staff Fund
Wildrick    Kayla    Lynn Sperry Endowment
Wilson    Evan    Boyd Football Booster Club
Wisener    Justin    McKinney Ex-Student Association
Wroblewski    Matthew    MISD Staff Fund
Zachariah    Kristie    MHS PTO Endowment

About The McKinney Education Foundation: At MEF, we envision a future where a passion for learning unleashes the full potential of our community.  To provide the highest quality of education in McKinney, Texas, our mission is to inspire students and teachers toward excellence in education.  MEF programs include scholarships, classroom grants, professional development grants, the McKinney Ex-Students Association (MESA) and the MEF Advisors. MEF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which is supported by businesses, civic groups, and individuals who know how important it is for young people to achieve a higher education. Visit www.mmeeff.com for more information!
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